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THE SECRETARY'S LETTER ACCOMPANIED BY 
A HUGE -MASS. OF DOCUMENTS—NOT 4 
SCRAP OF’ EVIDENCE AGAINST Ey. 
ARTHUR FURNISHED—THE. DEBATE I © 
THE SENATE—MR, EERNAN OPPOSED To + 
MERRITT ON BUSINESS PRINCIPLES 
ACTION POSTPONED TILL MONDAY. * - % 

Special Diepatch to the New- York Times. rs mS. 

Waskineron, Jan. 31.—The contest im ~ 

regard to the New-York Custom-house caéee =. 

was resumed in the executive session of tha ; 
| Senate to-day, but action was again yonied.; 

Shortly after 12 o'clock, while the Senate. 

still in open session, the assistant private s 

retary of the President appeared, a ES 

by an assistant bearing a huge bundle of docu; — 

ments. A Message from the President was & 

once ennounced, and it soon became noised abouk 

that Mr. Hayes had sent in « communication te« _ 

garding the Oustom-house cases, and - é 

the great package. of pavers contained tiee ~ 

retary Sherman’s promised rejoinder to Fs 

lector Arthur's answer. Thijs proved to bé'thie 
case. ° After working night and day, Mr/Sher 
man, together with a large force of clerks, and 
aided by Acting Colléstor Merritt and scarps of. 
assistants, who ransacked every pigeon 

and drawer in the Treasury and Custom-houss, 

for some evidence that Collector Arthur.wagq 

bad man. and deserved to be suspended, a oe 

indeed, guceeeded in getting. together & fom == © 
midable mass” of musty papers, ¢ : ae 
many old and. familiar charges’ against psa 

‘dinates in the New-York Custorr-hoase, but; sig 

subséqusntly proved to be the casey ‘nétote 

word, not one scrap, of evidence which reflects’ 
directly or indirectly upon the official or 

vate character of Chester A. Arthur. 

When the secretary of the President Jhsd 
made. his bow, and the wheelbarrow-load, of 
documents had. been daly deposited: upon/ the 
Vice-President’s desk, the Senate. went-on with 
the routine business under consideration, but 
those who were present ‘evidently ‘took ‘little 
intesest In" the proceedings, and the “hotr!fon 
going into executive session—when, it wad : 
versally hoped, the Custon-house contest” rou “ae 
ap last be decided—was hailed with geversl 5 © 
at 1:30,, the. New-York appointments. were 
papers received from the President swere read 
by, the Secretary. The Message of the Presix § | 
dent and the letter of Secretary Sherman, = 
viewing the replyof Gen. Arthur to the ee 
made against him were printed, the : Pee 
letter’ mhkfhg's’ pamphlet of 16 pages. /The 
documents accompanying the Message con- 
sisted of copies of the records of the Treasury: 
Department, and a supplemental communica< 
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President Grévy will be communicated to the 
Chambers, probably, on Thursday next. 
« A notification of the election of M.' to 
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“THE MARCH OF THE PLAGUE. 

OFFICIAL REPORTS FROM. ASTRACHAN— 4 
PROPOSITION TO BURN. THE INFEOTED 
TOWNS—OFFERS TO MEDICAL MEN VOL- 
UNTEERING FOR SERVICE. 

Sr. Pererssure, Jan. 31.—An official re- 
port from Astrachan, dated Jan. 30, says that 
no fresh case of the plague has occurred in 
Wetlianka or in that neighborhood. : Four per- 
sons died and one. was taken ill with the dis- 
ease at Celitreno during the 27th and 28th 
insts. $ 

Braum, Jan. 31.—The German “commission 
to investigate the plague will start for Russia 
next week under the direction of Prof. Hirsch. |. 
| They will be joined by ‘the Austrian: doctors at 
missioners. 
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ward Thornton, in which the situation of the ques- 

tion is fully stated. . It appears that Great Britain 

at first objected. to the phraseology 

of the articles. relating, to. the 

arms, but: didnot insist,.om an 

Great Britain maintained that it was for this 

‘ernment to take the next step, and expressed the 

Yet that some of the European powers might reject 

the proposal, and since the award at. Geneva Great 

Britain hesitated to submit the rules to the Euro- 
powers. ; 

In February, 1876, Secretary Fish renewed the |. 
‘question whether Great Britain was willing to pro- 
coed with the three rules, and Great Britain revlied | 
was disinclined to proceed in that matter, and sug- 
gested delay until some occasion presented a neces- 
Peplied that this would be just the moment when it 

dmpossible . to., proceed, . and. that 
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: MR. POTTER'S COMMITTEE. 
INVESTIGATING ITS OWN MEMBERS—MESSRS. 

“WPON TO DENY 8T. MARTIN'S TESTI- 

Wasuineron, ‘Jan. 31.—The brief ses- 
sion of the Potter committee to-day was mainly 
devoted to investigating its own members, 
Messrs. Stenger, Cox, and Blackburn, who'went 
to New-Orieans as a sub-committee, were sev- 
erally examined to contradict the testimony of |- 
St. Martin, who located an interview on a 
certain .date with Mr. Stenger at the St. 
Charles Hotel. The evidenee of Mr. Stenger 
and his colleagues to-day was to the effect that 
Mr, Stenger moved from the St. Charles Hotel 
before the date’ on which St. Martin swore he 
had his interview with him in his rooms there. 
Potts, the Serzeant-at-Arms of the Stenger sub- 
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which, {t will be perceived, just equals the amount 
of money which stiould have been on hand at that 
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TW aicttie coincidence in connection with those 
entries. wes that they were not entered on the gen- 
oral book, and no record of them appeared 
om the trial balance-sheet. One of these items was 
unter date of Feb, 21, and recorded the purchase of 
& 8500 United States bond. But the margin where 
the number of the bond should appear was blank. 
Neither did the: number of. the series appear im any 
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EFFECT OF THE REDUCTION OF THE BANK 
OF ENGLAND DISCOUNT RATE—CONDI- 
TION ‘OF THE LIVERPOOL GRAIX AND 
COTTON MARKETS. 

Lonpox, Jan 31.—The Times, in its financial 
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De St. Vi will retain their posts.” 


HE AMEBR AND THE SULTAN. 


article ‘this morning says: ‘The reduction yester- 





day by the Bank of England of its rate of discount 
from 4 to 3 per cent. was hardly expected, and took 
the markets by surprise, ctusing # general disposi- 
tion to Buy stoeks:” e re ' 


LaveRPoot, Jan. 31.—A lesiing greinyifeular |. 


says: ‘The grain trade has been duli this week. The 
markets throughout the Kingdom re i 


done at barely 
with the turn in 


buat on , and since then, 
Larry anceaslons they have been dull and 
m unehanged, ere however, firmer, with 
buyers at an advance of 1.832 pence.” , 


TWO MORE SENATORS ELECTED. 


_ 
AS CHOSEN IN LOUISIANA—INGALLS 
RE-ELECTED IN KANSAS, 
New-Or.eans, Jan, 31.—B. F. Jonas has 
been elected Senatér, Mr. Jonas is a man 
about 46 years of age, with a well-pro- 
nounced Hebrew’ expression. He came 
from ‘Quincey, TIL,° “when” a boy, © and 
‘was committed to the care of his Uncle George 
Jonas, late President of the Canal'Bank of this 
City, His father was a Republican, and when 
Lincoln became President, he appointed him 
Postmaster of Quincy. Young Jonas was 
educated in the law. When comparatively 
young he took part in ward politics as a Demo- 
¢rat. He has ever since been) in politics, and 








, BROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE. 
Byrnes sian Ret agen er age Myth hin ee 
byes Jeb wo pr a vw vm: . oy egy 
digmiss ‘from attendance fot to-day the witness, 
Judge Southwood, but his story will, in all probe- 
bility, come up to-morrow. 

The Chairman submitted a resolution that a sub- 
eommittes of five be appointed to go to New-York 
te. take any testimony that it might. be more con- 
venient teshear there. 

Mr. Hiscock moved as an amendimeric that Mesers. 
Marble, Pelton, and Weed be first examined before 
the whole committee in Washington. The amend. 
ment was lost. 

Mr. Cox.then offered. a substitute to the resolu- 
tion, to the effect that the whole committee should 
go to New-York, This was rejected, and a second 
amendment, by Mr. Hiscock, that the sub-commit- 
tee should consist of seven, instead of five, members, 
shared the same fate. 

Tne original resolution was then adopted, Mr. 
Hiscock and Mr. Cox being the only members who 
voted against it. ¥ 
Mr. Springer moved that the Chairman name the 
sub-committee, and this being carried, Mr. Potter 
nominated Messrs, McMahon. (Chairman,) Stenger, 
Springer, Cox, and Hiseock as. the .sub-committee, 
These names were accepted without comment, and 
the committee took a recess. 

It was 3:45 o'clock before the committee reassem- 
bled, and then St. Martin was called to the stand, 
and again questioned as to when he put dates upon 
the cards Which were sent to him by Maddox. He 
replied that he put them on subsequent to the inter- 
views; sll at the same time. 

A. BR. Potts, Sergeant-at-Arms of the sub-commit- 
tee which was sent to New-Orleans, testified that St. 
Martin was Deputy Sergeant-at-Arms of that com- 


* 


- ™y 


a, ha 
oe 


mere nee Lr ue 
were $351,038 51, 9nd from Oustoms, 9443,- 
163 86, 
Col. Joseph Severns, formerly of the Phila- 
delphia Argus and the Washington Constitutional 
unced for Sergeant- 
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The third installment of the Mexican indem- 
nity, $800,000, was paid'to the State Department 
to-day. Measures will'at onée be taken to distribute 


it pro rata (as with the former. two psyments,) 
among the claimants. 


The Senate Committee on Foreign Relations | 


to-day disenssed Mr. Edmunds’ resolutions requiring 
agtiee of a dete to ferme cee e's Ney 
e treaty of Washington ven by our Gov- 
ernment, es 4 did not'reach action upon it 
Chief Clerk Upton, of the Treasuty Depart- 
ment, and Oharlés E. Coon, Assistant Chief of the 
accompanied by several clerks, left 
here ‘to-night for New-York on business connected 
with the new dicate. Some of the clerks will 
. Conant to London. ‘ 
Mr. Columbus Alexander, of this city, ap- 


peared before the Grand Jury to-day for the purpose 
of having Hon. Eppa Han py omc y hey oe 
for sending him a eballenge to hgbe » uel last Sum. 

Mr. Alexander was at some length, 


after whieh further consideration of the case was 
postponed until Monday next. 
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NINE SAILORS DROWNED. 


——~ >> 
THE SOHOONER ADAMANTINE SUNK IN CHES- 


FOUND ‘LASHED TO THE DECK. 


was reported that the oyster schooner Adamantine, 


APEAKE BAY—THE BODIES OF HER CREW 


Battmore, Jan. 31.—Several days ago it 


tion inelosing a statement from « person named’ 
Parmer, who alleges that he was discharged by 
Collector Arthar because he had testified before 
the Jay Commatesion to the existence of: certain / 
irregularities In‘the New-York Custom-house. ° 
When ail the papers had been read; Sénatou 
Kernan présented « petition signed by the 
Lieutenant-Governor and s numbér of Demo- 


eratic State Senators of New-York, praying for 
the confirmasien.of the 


concur in the views expressed, and on that ac- 
count. was anxious to be relieved of its posses 
sion. 

Mr. Conkling’ said he’ saw in the morning > 
newspapers allusions toa petition, which was 
= have béen signed by Republican mem- 

the New-York slature. Bre tor 

the confirmation of Mr. Merritt, which had 

been forwarded to him through the mails.’ He 

had not received such a paper, but had received'a 

number from members of the New- 

LS oe gy RET DY . pneted We et the 

on. descri e pers really, 

20 . He then toad the 
ms, which conv 
the 

for : 
prehension, and desired to withdraw their sig. 
natures. Some of these telocrams were simply 
idiotic, and all of them showed the writers ta 
possess'an amount of credulity seldom found in 
persons of matureyears. One of the dispatches 
read by Mr. Conkling will serve to illustrate 
the character of the others. Two members 
of the Assembly from the Western ‘pars 
of...the. State . joined. in. as. dispatch im 
which they stated that they signed the - 


in favor of Merritt under the belief 
Conkling was no longer opposed to his ¢on- 
firmation, and that the pu of: his contess 
was simply to give Gen. Arthur sn opportunity 
to teply to the charges made against him ty 
See Sherman. 3 
Having finished reading the telegrams, from 
Go. Nov: oer Ageoranly see. — Conkling 
briefly alluded to charges brought.agains® / 
Mr. Lydecker in the Secretary’s letter of to-day, ~ 
and said he would produce evidence from Sec- 
retary Sherman himself to 
then read « letter from the ees coe 
to Collector Arthur; in which, all 


Karnan ssid he did nat. 


mittee from the 10th to the 224 of July; whatever Bound . from _ Potomac™ River same charges, he said that, upon n, 
he was convinced that the charges, had no foun. 
dation, and that they . furnished no ground fos 
Mr. Lydecker’s removal. *In regard to the 
Farmer letter, he said Gen. Arthur could readi- 
BP gt with Jobe. Malinery.. kite ot page Of tpceelteneatts Bev seerehy an tee 
Sr. Purenssurc, Jan. 31.—The Ameer ae : : r . Seduction Of le * 

6 : ,: and let in. Penn as 0a. e wasa had ..contradieted ‘ ‘ cident o: 8 reduction of the clerical force; 
of Afghanistan has® atrived on the aerate dee in ceaoomineatt : was " ' but he did not think there was any need of de. - 
Russian ~~ frontier. His ‘followers were | Wiltz, but lost it: se Deteeteney snd tabs : ; | py ape a ipa ates re mgr ogg. 

oreo 3H Pret eo” ; rewarded order to. afford an opportunity for answer 

The Aitieér . alone ‘was ie poaiidinn, tanta, tobemade =! . 

cep tabedsestl Gcensced tat gage 
grams no’ t to 
mislead his friends in emphatic eat 
saidthe whole thing was a trick—not 
of, an . amateur. nor. the. result 
dent — but a . well-devised, 
farious. 


SHERE All MEETS WITH A COLD RECEPTION | served throughout the war.. He-has been 


allowed 


IHE NATIONAL FINANCES. 

NEW PEATURES IN. THE FORTHCOMING DEBT 
STATEMENT—UNITED STATES CURRENOY 
OUTSTANDING—OPERATIONS OF THE Na- 
TIONAL BANK REDEMPTION AGENCY. 

Wasureron, Jan. 31.—The debt statement 
which will be issued to-morrow, will show the aggre- 
gate cash in the Treasury instead of the coin and 
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RELEASING A MURDERESS. 
—_—<-_——— 
& GRAND. JURY REFUSES TO INDICT BER— 
POPULAR SYMPATHY ACQUITS HER. 
Orncrswati, Jan. 31.—Mrs. John Stult, who 
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 #wo-thinds of all the Oustoms revenues of the Gov- 

 @pmment. Its administration is a matter not of losal 
st merely, but is of great importance to the 

of the whole country. For a long period 
control polities! 


ist : 


‘on this subject, says: “ The Post Office isa 
institution, and should be run as such. It 
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yas first seen by me in the New-York Zvibune of the 
28th inst. On the 234 ingt., and before Mr, Arthur's 
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got wider ideas, and their Emperor has been the 


rst to setthem an example, They begin to 


‘understand that because their form of govern- 
ment is imperial in name, while ours is called 
republican, there exists no reason why closer 


relations should not Obtain between the two 


Intercourse with Brasil has been steadily in- 
creasing among all classes of the community 
‘ever since Tas Trams began, some years ago, to 
out and urge the natural interests that 
to bind the two countries together. The 
utile class has been the first to move, as 
is the first to be benefited, and the coming de- 
cade may be expected to seea large trade spring- 
}ng up between the United States and her sis- 
ters of the southern half of the hemisphere. 
- By this time there are few places where some 
Americans have notjbeen, where atleast one has 
pot shown an example of energy. At Bahia, 20 
years ago, the authors of “Brasil end the Bra- 
Wilians” found that the finest factory in the 
, and perhaps in South America, was 
‘ereeted according to the plans and under the 
of a Col, Carson, an Ameri- 


abs the River-Una, at some rapids that. 


pd water-power, this enterprising man had 
made » lock, a saw-mill,a window-sash fac- 
; ,» and a planing-machine, composing the 
slenga Factory. The foreman Was a negro. 
sfrom New-York, punches from 
Piadley Falls, shears from Boston, iron-planers 
Providence, bolt-cutters from Fitchburg, 

» Were among the patent Jabor- saving ar- 
ticles used in the establishment. Extensive 
‘were going up to facilitate the manu- 

of cotton cloths. Formerly, it appears, 

large quantities of common drillings were ex- 
rte from the United States to Bahia from 
the York Mills, Saco, Me., and were held in great 
favor by the Brazilians. This article was im- 
[tated «¢ Manchester, England, and sent to 
Bahia with the stamp, “York Mills, Saco, 
Maine,” and sold as such. But it soon proved 
wrorthless, and fell into disrepute, and to this 
lay the Brazilians believe that they were 
‘cheated by the Yankees. Brasil annually con- 
ory many million yards of cotton cloths, 
th plain and printed. She only produces 
jabout 3,000,000 yards; the rest must be sup- 
plied from abroad. Another factory visited 
was in the neighborhood of Rie de Janeiro, a 
gotton factory erected by an American, with 
materials put together and shipped piecemeal 
from the United States. As early as 1854 
American agricultural implements were intro- 
Auced into Brasil.. The advance in our trade 
Bince then has not kept pace with our 
pdvance in labor-saving patents. Since 1839 
Brazil bas had steam-ship lines running along 
the whole of her 4,000 miles of sea coast; in 
2850 she had steam communication with Eu- 
Pope: In 1857 she had for a short time six 
different lines of steamers to foreign countries. 
‘s commerce with Brasil since the es- 

tof her monthly line from Southamp- 
ton, in 1850, has increased her exports more 
than 100 per cent., while the Un ited States re- 
quired 13° years to make the same advance, 
Her entire commerce with Brasil, imports and 
exports, advanced 225 per cent. since her first 
pteam line was established. In 1860-61 the 
United States exported to Brazil $6,018, 
B94, while in return the United States 
imported from Brazil $22,547,091; or, in 
other words, only » year’s trading with Brazil 
leftagainst us the cash balance of $16,528,- 
607, which we had to pay at heavy rates of ex- 
change. England, in 1864, sold Brazil $40,- 
612,985, and bought of her in return only 
$33,079,755, thus leaving the latter her 
Rebtor. as we do, half her coffee 
erop,and the greater portion of her india-rub- 
ber, there should have been an effort on our 
part to introduce the many productions of our 
‘pountry which we can furnish as well as Great 


| “From the foregoing it must not be supposed 
that greater space is given to mat- 
‘Shanothers.. The authors of “Brazil and 


scenery, natural history, and ethnology. finally 
Amorieans.. The bulk of their work 


say these ‘writers, which are barder to over 


come.” It te nafisal that Englatid, the banker | 


and money-lender, as well as protector of Spain, 
Portugal, and the Spanish-Ameriean peoples, 
should have the lion’s share of their trade, but a 
most important factor in the ease is to be found 
in the solid character of the English merchant 


as well ss his trade. English houses are estab- 


lished to last Capital, honor, and perseverance 


back them. There are not three American 


firms that have continued without failure of 
some kind for 20 years. There are two score 
British houses in different parts of Brasil that 
can go back more than 60 years. The British 


and energy. The efforts of many Americans in 
Brazil have been sporadic and scattering. They 
have not studied the country or its wants. Too 
often they have gone out without capital on 
ventures, and have had neither a well-con- 
ceived plan nor perseveranee, American trade 
with Brazil ean only be placedon a firm basis 
by these means, namely, swift communica- 
tion, and by men who carry morality and ‘fo- 
briety into their business and every-day life, 
and who to a certain extent identify themselves 
with the land wherein they transact business. 
$s 


CANTERBURY’S GREAT ARCHBISHOP. 

: ~~. 

THOMAS BEOKET A MARTYR TO THE CHURCH 
OR A REBEL TO His KING—DR. JOHN 
LORD’S LECTURE. 

Thomas. Becket was the subject of Dr. John 

Lord’s lecture yesterday morning, to ¢ very large 

audience, in Chickering Hall. Becket was a prelate 

of the Middle Ages, during the reign of Henry II., 

who is variously regarded as a martyr to the Church, 

or as an ambitious and turbulent priest, who rebelled 
against the royal authority. He was born in London 

im 1119, of respectable, but not noble, parents, was 

sent to Oxford, and afterward to Paris and Bologna, 

having attracted the attention of the Archbishop of 

Canterbury by his remarkable talents, and after- 

ward that of Henry IL.. who made him his Chaneellor 

and loaded him with honors and benefices. As Oban- 
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aa oma  Gillig & Oo., and at Me, Stevens, No, 
as —_—Ee 
z a; ited Metal wicbies: ineronn wapie sdaéiasie 
_ or to-day 4 inoreasing northerly to westerly 
| ‘winds, with partly cloudy and slightly colder 
|. weather ; light snow in the northern portions 
“ ‘of Kow-Bngland and New-York Followed by 
“during the night 
ee 
+A-sub-committee of five members of the 
{Potter committee will begin taking testi- 
{mony in New-York on Monday.’ Messrs. 


“Mazi, Pz.tox, Weep, and others will 
“be invited to tell: what they know sbout 


1 00 


“pate” himacl?, From the preliminary coat 
‘of tar appliedto Mr. PrLron in yesterday's 
World, it may be inferred that this bold; 


a . colors indeed. Ibmey need however, 
cs nae meneinlinder ab shadow 

to give any appearance of brightness to the 
somewhat dingy outlines of the political 


ae personality of Mr, TipEn, 


enennaNiamietmeemmmeel 
The present position of the Government 
¥ of Groat Britain regarding the noted “ three 

” of neutrality of the treaty of Wash- 
ington is an anonialous one.. The treaty 
Bound the two parties to it totobserve these 
rules as between themselves, and ‘to bring 
‘Shem to the attention of other maritime 
4 “powers, and invite them to accede to them. 
' ‘For this purpose & correspondence was 
opened as early as 1871, and continued 


time, during 1878, an agreement 
es : upon the form of note to be. em- 
Shaws expressions, which 
views of the other. Here the 
was dropped by Great Britain, and 
u an urgent request wae made by 
= Secretary Fisu,‘as late as 1876, that the 
_ British Government should propose any 
, ‘urther modifications if it desired them, no 
Pp r has been made. The rules therefore 

im confined to the two contracting 


and are of doubtfal force | 


as regards these. The position of af- 
jie hardly one with which the United. 


ad 


tes need be dissatisfied, but its advan- 
Pee ee tania ta not 9p bitin, 
_—_———————— 


| including the 30 per Sent. which the com- 


pany does not receive, Instead of reform- 
ing the agency system, the plan makes that 
,system worse, The Assembly will probably 
findin Mr. Husrep’s treatment of this os- 


advocacy with some distrust. It may also 
find in it-a reason for dealing with life.in- 


maligned, it is one of the most incompetent 
and wasteful of Municipal departments. 
An examination of the accounts of that de- 
partment, which are entirely under its own 
control, would, among other things, give the 
Mayor some new light on the abuse of the 
practice of transferring ‘‘unexpended ’bal- 
ances.” “s 
—_———— 
PROFESSION 4ND PERFORMANCE, - 

. Read by itself, and without any refer- 
ence to the known facts of: the case, the 
President’s Messagé on the New-York nom- 
inations, Might justly mske » favorable 
impression,» He dées not make too much 
of the importance of the Customs service at 
this port; he is right in supposing that it 
interests the whole country; he is far from 
being. wholly wrong in saying that 
for s long time it has been 
used to manage and eontro) politi- 
eal affairs; and no one will dispute that it 
should be conducted on business principles. - 
And yet, with so much that is quite correct 
in his Message, it is calculated rather to 
provoke eontempt than to command re- 
spect among those who are familiar with 
the facts. One mistake of the President is 
in thinking that all his acts in his efforts to 
ehange the administration of the Cus- 
tom-house have been equally defensible ; 
another has been in allowing himself 
and those connected with him to practice, 
in .a peculiarly offensive manner, the worst 
of the faults which he attributes to the sus- 

officers, namely, the subordination 
of public business to political ends. Finally, 
the greatest mistake has been, in Collector 
ARBTHUR’s case, in violating his own an- 
nounced principle, by suspending an officer 
acknowledged to be faithful and replacing 
him by a man notoriously a scheming polli- 
tician of low grade, who neither possesses 
nor deserves the cunfidence of the business. 
community. In these errors, which the evi- 
dence on record easily establishes, the Presi- 
dent shows a.curious mingling of folly and. 
weakness, not untouched with insincerity. 


grounds which he lays down in his letter, 





sential fact a reason for listening to his || 


‘But this is only a step in the right direc- 


Had Mr. Hayes chosen, on the general } are common in foreign censuses, with one. 
-| denominations in this country report the 


‘| the nearest approach to information of this 
.| kind to be found in the reports of the. Fed- 


tion was taken in 1870. The census report 


advantage which they would get from an 
extraordinary session of the Senate, brought 


mony ” in the Republican, Party, or that it 
{Will serve the cause of the abolition of the 
‘spoils system, or that it will be a rebuke to 
Senator Conkiine. But they cannot evade 
the fact that it will be an indorsement of a 
course on the part of the Administration 
which is radically in contradiction to civil 
service reform, and that it will be a stb- 
stantial partisan advantage for the Demo- 
crate. 

—_—_—_—— 
IMPROVEMENTS IN THE CENSUS. 
There are several provisions in Mr. Cox’s 

Census bill which, if adopted, ‘will give us 
more complete and trustworthy statistics of 
our population and industries in.1880 than 
lave been secured in any previous census 
year. The advantages of a quick enumera- 
tion of the population have already been 
pointed out in these columns. The pro- 
vision of the pending bill which requires 
that the enumeration of all cities having 
over 10,000 inhabitants in 1870 shall be 
made in two weeks, and allows a month for 
counting the reat of the population, is a 
gteat. improvement over the protracted 
enumeration which has vitiated the results 
of every Federal census heretofore taken. 


tion, and is not the complete reform which 
is needed. Even if we eannot, have the 
enumeration limited to a single day, as it is 
in the best. foreign census systems, the bill 
should go further in this direction than it 
does, and reduce the time of making the 
count by at least one-half. 


The additions made’ to, the: popalation 
schedules ate improvements which will pro- 
duce results of substantial value. No coun- 
try of Europe makes more personal in- 
quiries in enumerating its inhabitants than 
does the United States, and only. one— 
Treland—makes as many. Each of the 
latter countries asks 22 questions about 
every person and records the answers. 
France asks 20, Prussia 14, and England 
13. But, notwithstanding the United States 
has surpassed all nations but one in this 
respect, it has heretofore omitted from its 
schedules some important personal _in- 

quiries which have been made by European 
Governments. Mr, Cox’s bill adds several 
of these to the list of questions to be asked 
in 1880. It provides that the personal or 
family schedule shall contain inquiries as to 
the relation of each person enumerated to 
the head of the family, whether wife, son, 
daughter, servant, boarder, &c.; civil condi- 
tion, whether married, widowed, or single ; 
place of birth of parents ; and the physical 
and mental condition of each person, 
whether active or disabled, maimed, crip- 
pled, bedridden, deaf, dumb, blind, insane, 
or idiotic. All of these proposed inquiries, 
excepting those intended to show the num- 
ber of deaf, dumb, blind, insane, and idiot- 
ic, are embraced within the census for the 
firsttime, and are additional to the ques- 
tions asked heretofore, . Thus enlarged, the 
seope of personal inguiry will be far great- 
er than that of any other census in the 
world. It-will comprise all items which 


exception, namely, religion. Most..of the 
number of their members every year. But 


eral census is the number of sittings ia 
churches given by denominations, . The 
facts which it is proposed to secure by 
learning the place of birth of the parents 
of every person enumerated will be of the } 
highest value. The first step in this diree- j 
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ss give greater accuracy in the 
| final returns than has heretofore been at- 
| tained’; “but it is only'a partial remedy for 
|| the existing evil, . 


‘The inadequacy of the census machinery 
heretofore used is nowhere more forcibly 
shown than in the important matter of man- 
3 iin chalet ‘etn’ 
tional degree of fullness’ and accuracy was 
attained by special administrative efforts. in 
1870, yet the great defects of the results 
were admitted by the census 
themselves, Superintendent WaLKuk esti- 
mates that more than 500,000 persons, 
reported in the tables ‘of occupations, and 
fairly chargeable to the department of man- 
ufactures, were not accounted for in the 
tables of production; and that complete 
and accurate returns would have shown an 
addition of more than $600,000,000to the 
gross product, or more than $300,000,000 
to the net product of the manufacturing 
industry of the country. This unsatisfac- 
tory result in’ the returns was caused by 
various defects in the law. The chief one 
was the provision which “intrusted to the 
general canvassers the duty of collecting 
the statistics of manufactures. These can- 
vassers were Assistant United States Mar- 
shals, who were notspecially qualifiedfor even 
enumerating the inhabitants; but they were 
far less competent for reporting the indus- 
trial condition of the country. This work 
requires“persons familiar with the subject, 
and who can devote their entire time and 
attention to that alone, without engaging in 
the enumeration of inhabitants. The pro- 
posed law will doubtless work a vast im- 
provementin this respect. Not only will 
better enumerators in general be secured 
under the new system of appointment, but 
the bill authorizes the Superintendent of 
the Census to employ experts and special 
agents in ascertaining the statistics of man- 
ufactures. ‘ 

It is proposed to imptove the agricultural 
schedules by adding inquiries relating to 
the acreage of the several crops reported, 
and by authorizing the Superintendent to 
omit from the enumeration such minor crops 
as he may deem inexpedient to report. 
Many of the crops reported in 18'70 were 
not only insignificant in amount, but the 
returns were so inaccurate as to be practi- 
cally worthless. . Hence, itis a move in the 
right direction to leave them out of the cen- 
sus an in, the gereage of crops, which 
se nef epee VLA og mis 

ee ee cement 
THE C&TY’S RATE: OF WAGES. 

Several persons, calling themsélves a 
Committee of Property-owners, have sent 
to the Commissioners of .the Department of 
Parks a memorial relative to certain im- 
provements on Manhattan-square. It ap- 
pears that a meeting of these property- 
holders was gonvened last Novembér, and 
that the committee was. appointed to look 
after certain alleged interests of tax-payers 
residing in the vicinity of saidsquare. . The 
sum of $20,000 was appropriated by the 
City for the improvement of that square, 
and the property-holders seem to have some 
interest in the expenditure of the money. 
They asked for $50,000, which was an un- 
reasonably large amount. At, about that 
time the City authorities required a great 
deal of money to clean streets, which have 
not since been cleaned, and*to repair other 
streets, which have not been repaired, al- 
though the appropriations for these pur- 
poses have been made. From the nature of 
the work required to be done on Manhattan- 
square, it is evident that much of it must 
be paid for by the day. But the property- 
holders protest against/its being done on the 
basis of $1 60 for eight hours’ work. That 
is to say, that, as property-holders and tax- 
payers, they are unwilling that the $20,000 
which has been devoted to the purpose of 
improving the square shall be spent on an 
eight-hour basis. 

To a disinterested observer this seems a 
most unreasonable request. Governments, 
as has been frequently and forcibly ob- 
served, are created for the. benefit of the 
governed. That isnot a Government which 
simply defends and protects; sustenance 
and support are the chief functions of alt 


work put on that park. 
‘ity spent money for, public 
~ As though public im- 


system where two would be employed under 
the absurd plan of paying only» such 
wages as rule in the market. It is even said 
that to divide $20,000 anfong 5,000 work- 
men does not make the money go so far as it 
would if that sum were divided among 10,- 
000. It is only necessary to allude to the 
fact thatthe 5,000 are those who are fa- 
yored as supporters of those who support 
Mr. Kewty, Mr. GumB.uerTon; and other es- 
timable publie officers. Bosides, it is . no- 
torious that idle men like to see waies kept 
up. by the City Government. To. be sure, 
they may have nothing to do, but. it must 
warm and cheer them to know that the City 
pays $1 60 for a day’s work of eight hours, 
although they might, now and then, get s 
day’s work, if it paid 10 cents an hour. 
Therefore, the City’s $20,000 will notmake 
any show whatever in improving Manhattan- 
square. In fact, the $20,000 will not be 
spent for any such petty purpose. 
—_—__—_—_ooO- 


THE LADIES’ CAR. 

When Mr. Pixs, one Winter morning in 
1871, arrived at the Hudson River Railroad 
train, at New-York, to take his passage for 
Albany, he found a placard Asaging upon 
the ear of his first choiee: “ Ladies’ Car.” 
And, on his frying the door, a brakeman in. 
charge apprised him that the car was, by 
the ‘rules’ of: the company, reserved for 
ladies and gentlemen traveling with ladies. 
Nevertheless, Mr. Prxe preferred that car. 
Reasons not’ given. Perhaps hé@ was a 
ladies’ man, or a fashions writer, and liked 
to sit where he eould see the latest styles. 
Perhaps he could not finda seat by the win- 
dow on the river side in: the gentlemen’s 
ears. Perhaps he liked’to have his own way: 
At all events, he yielded to the brakeman 
for the moment, but watched an oppor- 
tunity‘and slipped in. The brakeman was 
wroth at this. He seized upon the in- 
truder,; and hustled him out forthwith, 
and, according. to the narrative. given by 
the latter, treated him with great and un- 
necessary violence, so that he was ‘‘ greatly 
beaten, "hurt, injured, and wounded,” and 
so forth. Out of this fracas a long lawsuit 
| atose, the final decision of which, in the 
Court of Appeals, comes to hand in the lat- 
est volume of the reports. Upon the first 
trial, the passenger recovered $5,000 dam- 
ages. The Supreme Court set that aside as 
excessive. On asecond trial, the jury said 
$4,000. The Supreme Court refused to 
overset that, and the case went to the Court 
of Appeals, where the doctrine of the 
‘* ladies’ car” has now been established, for 
this State at least. 

Is that doctrine obsolete or old-fashioned f 
Has the ‘ladies’. car” been altogether 
superséded by the Pullman and Wag- 
ner vehicles? Perhaps not everywhere. 
And if it. were, the same. questions 

would arise and the same rules would 
apply to setting apart “baggage” and 

“smoking” cars; to appointing sepa- 
| rate ladies’ and gentlemen’s rooms at sta- 
tions and upon ferry-boats, and, in con- 
siderable degree, though with some modi- 
fication, to Pullmap or Wagner cars. 
The points in the Pike case were, 
first, that the company had a right to set 
apart ladies’ car and exclude single men 
from it. All the courts agree that this is 
thelaw. Such an arrangement is a reason- 
able regulation which carrying companies 
have the right to make to secure the com- 
fort and security of .female passengers.. A 
ear, and on the same principle s waiting- 
room ore¢abin, may be set apart for ladies, 
and if reasonable accommodations are pro- 
vided elsewhere for men unaccompanied, 
they have no ground tocomplain. More- 
over, the right to make the rule carries the 
power to -enforce it. The company was 
authorized to station a brakeman with or- 
ders not merely to give the notice, but to 
put out intruders also. Andtidodolug tha 
brakeman acted in the company’s business, 


Then, how could it be that the passenger 


'| recovered damages? Because the brakeman | 


had seted, in the opinion of the jury, with 
unnecessary Violence, and had injured the 
passenger more than there was any need of 
in expelling him: His afthority was strictly 
limited to using such gentle and considerate 


‘| foree as would remove the intrader, without | 
giving him any useless mortification, suffer- | 


ing, or injury. In’ going beyond: this he 





and the company was responsible for his acts. | 


$| made” his employers liable for his excess, |. 
and whether there: was an excess or not is | 
jt tin ‘ary to, dna i! wath Sante. 


iy} naphesairomntirecing mentor Hea 
Sn tgseb eae for awhile; and the court | 


PUA Uns cOuspany di Ave oatenie'ne ale | 
against conductor and brakemen, it ought 
not to do” so against passengers, In Iowa, 


ik t pesca the ladies’ car, and was rude | | 
actual | and boisterous. Moreover, there were seats 


tosparein the ordimarycars. He was put 


time, and the “passenger claimed it 
‘was dangerous and legally wrong 
to force him across the platforms. But the 
court said there was no rule of law against 
‘it. Railway carriages have been improved 
so much in recent years that stepping from 
one car to another is comparatively safe ; 
it is daily done by passengers withoct acci- 
‘dent; and it is not necessarily negligent 
orunlawful to compel a misbehaving pas- 
senger to do’ it. The company bad the 
right, by its agents, to put the unauthorized 
passenger out of the ladies’ car ; and it was 
fot the jury to. say whether they had.done 
so in @ manner which was improper in the 


circumstances, 


_—_—_—_—_———— ; 

The Bank of England will be 185 years old 
the 27th of the coming Jaly, having received its 
charter of incorporation at that date, and having 
Deen projected by WittlaM PaTERson, a Scoteh- 
man. Constituted as 9 joint stock company, with a 
capitaloft 21,200,000, the whole sam was lent at 
interest to the Government of WritraM and Mary, 
then much embarrassed. At the ontset it was a 
servant of the State, and has evér since continued 
such more orless. The’ charter, granted at first for 
11 years, has been from time to time renewed, the 
last renewal, subject to modification, or revocation, 
having been in 1844. Fora while the business was 
donein one room; now the bank occupies, as every- 
body knows, a large building in Threadneedle-street, 
andemploys some 800 men. Nothing less than s 
25 note is ever issued, and no note Is issued a sec- 
ondtime. The average amount of notes in eireula- 
tion is 225,000,000. 


nnn: cee 

The new issue of the “ Catholic Directory” 
for 1879 contains some interesting facts relating to 
the Roman Catholic body, both in this country and 
sbroad. The name of Pope Lzo appears as ita head, 
in the place of Prvs [X., and this is followed by the 
list of the Sacred College of the Cardinals, in which 
seven vacancies by death have occurred since the 
accession of the new Pontiff. As Pope Lro hasereated 
no Cardinal as yet, there are fourteen vacancies 
waiting to be filled up. There are six Cardinal Bishops, 
forty-two Cardinal priests, and nine Cardinal Dea- 
cons. <A full account of the various ‘‘ congrega- 
tions" or committees into which the Cardinals are 
divided for the dispatch of business is now added for 
the firsttime. These are nineteen In 
all, the first being -that of “the Inquisition, or 
Holy Office, for the examination and repression of 
heretical and depraved doctrines,” &c., and another 
that of '* the Propaganda, for the propagation of the 
faith and the government of the Chureh in infidel, 
heretical, and sehismatical countries." Other congre- 
gations are those of ‘' Sacred Rites,” of “Studies,” of 
“ the index for the condemnation of books and pub- 
Heations contrary to faith and morals,” of ‘*Indul- 
gwences and Sacred Relics,” &c.; while other congre- 
gations have for their object the care of the fabric 
of St. Peter, the sanctuary of Loretto, ac. To the 


a full account of the new Roman Catholic hierarchy 
in Scotland. It also shows that whereas the first priest 
in this country was ordained at Baltimore.in 1793, 
there are at the present time fifty-six Bishops, eleven 
Sarre Sor 


in Great Britain, exercising jurisdiction under the 
Pope, besides one Archbishop and two other Bishops 
on the retired list. The total of priests in England 
and Wales is a little over 1,900, andthat of churches 


priests in Seotland. ; 
——— 

A curious story is current in the Eastern por- 
tion of Central Asia respecting the overthrow of the 
Guebre fire-worship once predominant there by the 
Buddhist creed imported from Ohina. Whether 
historically true or not, the tale is at least thorough - 
ly characteristic: of the people and the country 
which produced it. It was the custom ofthe Guebres 
to insist. that whenever any attempt was made 
to introduce the worship of a foreign god, the new- 
comer’s image should be brought into direct contact 
with their sacred fire, and that the votaries of the 
conquered deity should at once quit the field. For 
many years the fire had the best of it, and the un- 
fortunate gods whe faced it either scrambled to 
ashes or méited away tm a stream, according to the 
material of wiileh they were composed. At length a 
eolony of Chinese Baddnists came in from the Hast, 
and the usual test was applied to their sacred image. 
But the high priest of Buddha, thinking that the 
latter’s divine power might be none the worse of a 
little secular aid, had previously filied the image 
With water, and stopped with wax the tiny holes 
which perforated its sides. Accordingly, the mo- 
ment-the wax melted, the hitherto invincible fire 
began to hiss and spatter in a very unpromising 
way, and fually went out altogether, whereupon its 
crest-fallen worshipers instantiy abandoned the field 
to their opponents. 


Of course, theré are objections to doing or 
not doing anything or everything in this world. It 
might almost be said that if we do, or fail to do any 
one thing, we shall—should we listen to counsel 
have.causé to regret it. All kinds of food, every sort 
of recreation, each variety of habit, have their disad- 
vantage or lurking peril. In respect to heating or 
not heating, there is always danger. Cold or warmth 
in « house is to be avoided; and yet it is rather difi- 
eult not to have one of the two. Hotair is bad; so 
is steam ; 80 are stoves, so are grates, sd is wood, so 
is coal. . We uow havé an old theory revived 
as to the‘last. It is reported to vitiate the 
air by. impregnating it with sulphur, which 
all coal contains, and sulphuric acid does not im- 
prove the atmosphere for respiration. When coal 
began, long ago, to be employed for fuel in England, 
the ontery against it was so strong that a royal edict 
forbade its use, making i¢ a capital offense. Tra: 
dition avers that a man was once actually executed 
there for mining eosl. The statement has been made 
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WITNESSES IN RENGS BRHALR. 
_e—— 
SERGT. CULBERTSON THINKS THE aceust>: 
OFFICER ACTED FOR THE BEST—STORE 
OF GEN. CUSTER’S TRUMPETER. 


Major Reno admonish his men to keep for 
2s Heiner hme 
the opinion of the witness, had the command te 
mained three minutes longer in the woods or on the 
skirmish line, not a man would have gotten out 
alive. He estimated that when the retreat began 
there were 1,000 Indians confronting the command. 
In regard. to the subsequent sound ot ime 
down the river, asheard on. the till 
took his stand, the witness said no: 
think that Custer was haying any 
trouble than Reno had already had. . I 
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never at any time saw any indicatious of cowardice 
in Major Reno’ . 
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ILLINOIS’ ACCUSED JUDGE. 
yas SES 
TESTIMONY UPON THE CHARGE AGAINGT 
JUDGE BLODGETT OF WITHHOLDING A 
PERJURY INDICTMENT. 

Cuicaeo, Jan. 31.—On account df the ab- 
sence of several witnesses, the cbarge of the illegal 
sale of Germania Insurance Company assets, in 
which Judge Blodgett is alleged to have been a pare 





the jurymen, and they asked the District. 
eee ea he would ge a new indictment 
they would draw one up, and his reply was 
would not, as he did not feel at libenty to de so. 
had received trom J 


PENNSYLV4N1A LEGISEA Uae 


WoRK BEGUN IN. EARNEST-—THE EW DER 
UTY SECRETARY OF TRE COMMONWGEALTE. - 
Hareissure, Penn., Jan. 31.—In the Senate « 

to-day « large number of bills passed the first read 

ing. Among the bills.cf importance reported favor; 
abty from committee was one to prevent frequent 
changes in common school books in the séveral 
counties and establishing county uniformity im text~ 
books. Senator Cooper, of ‘Delaware, introduced « 
bill authorizing the abandonment and withdrawal 





ARMY AND NAVY INTELLIGENOR. 
Washtredrow, Jan. 31.—Cant. William : 
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